
[image: image2.jpg]Notice to Residents of Carleton Oaks
Wood destroying beetles may be in
your attic.

“Old House Borer”, a wood destroying beetle, was diagnosed as
invading a single beam in the attic of our Oakmont home. The diagnosis
was confirmed by two other pest control companies and two entomologists
from the University of Florida. After discussing remedies with several
fumigation companies, the decision to guarantee the beetle’s eggs and
larvae eradication was to tent-fumigate the house. We contracted with a
company called “Beach Environmental” and were most satisfied with the
way they completed the task.

PLEASE NOTE:

| discovered through my research on the web that this beetle is not
common to southern Florida and is more commonly found to the north in
Alabama, Georgia, northern Florida, and the Carolinas. The wood is
usually invaded by an adult female beetle after the wood has been cut,
treated and stored in a lumberyard awaiting pick-up. The pest control
specialists, as well as the fumigation company, indicated that some other
houses in our community probably have the beetle as well since the
lumber probably came from the same place at the same time.

Your house should be examined carefully by a pest control specialist
who should look for tell-tale signs of the Old House Borer beetle. First,
look for what appears to be piles of “frass”, the fecal droppings of the
larvae which look like small piles of sawdust. Also look for entry and exit
holes which are oval-shaped and can be as wide as 1/8 to 1/4 inch wide.
The entry holes are usually packed with frass while the exit holes are
usually empty.
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